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For course info, 
click here or email us on 

courses@asiorg.co.za 
for details.

SNAKE COURSES
The ASI offers both public and corporate snake courses.

Public courses take place at various venues
throughout South Africa.

The corporate training is done on-site, both 
in South Africa, as well as in 19 African 
countries.

We pride ourselves on teaching only the 
safest snake handling methods, to ensure
the safety of both the handler and the snake.

We offer a range of different course options, 
including snake awareness, first aid for 
snakebite, venomous snake handling, 
venomous snake handling bootcamps, as well
as advanced first aid for snakebite, advanced
venomous snake handling and a reptile 
photography course.
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T he African Snakebite Institute is the leading training provider of Snake 
Awareness, First Aid for Snakebite and Venomous Snake Handling 

courses in Africa as well as the largest distributer of quality snake handling 
equipment, snake PPE and snakebite first aid kits. Our aim is to spread 
snake awareness as far and wide as possible, which is why we’ve launched 
our new free E-Book series.

O ur CEO, Johan Marais is a well-known herpetologist with over 40 years 
of experience with snakes. He has worked at various reptile facilities 

and has collaborated on a variety of scientific studies with some of the 
world’s leading herpetologists. He is also one of Africa’s most prominent 
authors of snake books and has written the best-sellers A Complete Guide to 
Snakes of Southern Africa, Snakes and Snakebite in Southern Africa and First 
Aid for Snakebite, to mention just a few.
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Common snakes 
of Pietermaritzburg

The African Snakebite Institute is the leading provider of quality snake 
handling equipment in Africa. View our range online here.

Kwazulu Natal has 80 different snake species. Of the 26 snakes that occur in 
Pietermaritzburg, four are highly venomous, four can inflict a painful bite and the 

rest are mildly venomous or harmless. We’ve listed the common species in this booklet, 
showing venomosity, key ID features, full distribution, and snakebite info for venomous 
species. 

Snakebite is problematic with most bites reported from the hot, wet regions in the 
eastern part of the country. More than 4,000 snakebites are reported annually with 

over 1,000 victims being hospitalised. Of those around 60% show signs of envenomation 
and the remaining 40% show no symptoms – these are referred to as dry bites or may 
be bites from mildly venomous or harmless snakes. In a recent 5 year survey of 879 
snakebite cases in Zululand, nearly 98% of victims showed typical signs of cytotoxic 
envenomation – largely Mozambique Spitting Cobra, Puff Adder, Common Night Adder 
and Stiletto Snake bites. Despite their relative frequency, if treated correctly in hospital, 
these bites are rarely fatal. Most bites occured in the early evening in the warm wet 
summer months from November to April/May. Around 84% of the bites were inflicted 
well below the knee. Less than 11% of these victims received antivenom and none of the 
bites in this survey were fatal. 

Generally speaking we have 10 – 12 fatal snakebites a year in South Africa and these 
are invariably caused by the Black Mamba and Cape Cobra. Both of these snakes 

have a potent neurotoxic venom that may quickly affect breathing.

SNAKE Handling 
Equipment

http://www.AFRICANSNAKEBITEINSTITUTE.com
https://www.africansnakebiteinstitute.com/shop/
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Download the high resolution poster here. 
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We stock a wide range of First Aid for Snakebite 
Kits, as well as Smart Pressure Bandages, 
Resuscitators, and first aid books. View the range 
online here.

IN THE EVENT OF A SNAKEBITE, DO NOT...

 Do not try to cut or suck out the venom. Never cut the bite site as cutting 
may do far more harm than good. Sucking does not remove significant 
amounts of venom.

 Do not apply any electric shock therapy. Shock treatments have been 
tested extensively and have been shown to have no effect on the outcome 
of the bite. Electric shocks do not neutralise snake venom.

 Do not apply a tourniquet. Many people are bitten by harmless snakes 
or venomous snakes that do not inject sufficient venom to cause serious 
damage. Arterial or venous tourniquets are not advised in most bites 
as venom is transported largely through the lymphatic system and not 
through veins. There is little evidence that a tourniquet could be life-
saving following a snakebite.

 Do not apply heat, ice, lotions or potions. Apart from cleaning the bite 
site with water and applying a sterile gauze dressing nothing should be 
applied to the bite. Very hot water does not neutralise snake venom.

 Do not inject antivenom as a first aid measure. Most snakebite victims 
do not require antivenom and the polyvalent antivenom is only effective 
for the bites of certain potentially deadly snakes. If required, antivenom 
must be injected intravenously by a medical doctor and usually in large 
quantities. As victims may go into anaphylactic shock when injected 
with antivenom, adrenaline and other drugs may also be required. 
Anaphylactic shock is a serious medical condition which may be fatal if 
not treated promptly.  
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In the event of a snakebite, Do...

 Do get the victim to a hospital as soon as possible and in a safe manner. This is 
by far the most important first aid measure. For medical advice in a snakebite 
emergency, call the African Snakebite Institute +27 (0)82 494 2039.

 Do keep the victim calm. Often easier said than done as people tend to panic 
in a snakebite emergency. Many snakebite victims go into shock, experience a 
drop in blood pressure and may even become nauseous and faint. If possible, 
do not allow the victim to walk, run, jump etc. Bear in mind that more than 
99% of snakebite victims that are hospitalised within a few hours survive their 
snakebites.

 Do remove jewellery as well as tight clothing. If bitten on the hand/arm/foot/
lower leg, remove rings, bangles, bracelets, watches, anklets and any other tight 
jewellery including tight clothing.

 Do administer artificial respiration if patient stops breathing. In serious 
snakebite cases involving snakes with predominantly neurotoxic venom, like 
the Black Mamba or Cape Cobra, the victim may soon experience difficulty 
with breathing, even within 20 minutes. This is a very serious medical condition 
and assisted breathing could be life-saving. Mouth-to-mouth resuscitation 
may be beneficial in the short term, but the proper use of a Bag Valve Mask is far 
better in such an instance.

    Spitting Snakes

 The common spitting snakes in South Africa are the Mozambique Spitting 
Cobra or M’Fezi and the Rinkhals. In the western parts of the country these are 
replaced by the Black Spitting Cobra. These snakes spray their venom up to a 
distance of three metres and do so in self-defence to temporarily blind their 
attacker so that they can make a quick escape.

 Although spitting snakes accurately aim for the eyes, the venom di\7ffuses into 
a 
spray over a wide area and may get onto your hair, face, arms and chest. Venom 
in the eyes is very painful and must be flushed or diluted as quickly as possible. 
The production of tears starts this process, but as a first aid measure, flush the 
eyes with water or a weak (normal) saline solution. The idea is to flush away any 
excess venom. Transport the victim to a medical doctor, who will 
examine the eyes for corneal damage and prescribe antibiotic eye drops to 
prevent secondary infection. There is no reason to use diluted antivenom – it 
has no proven benefits and may cause an allergic reaction.

 If treated quickly, the chance of permanent damage to the eyes is extremely 
remote. 
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Netcare Ambulance: 082 911 
ER24 Ambulance: 084 124
Provincial Ambulance: 10177/112 
African Snakebite Institute: +27 (0)82 494 2039 

Eden Gardens Private Hospital 
Tel: 033 815 4600 
(-29.641944, 30.358166)
100 Archie Gumede Dr, Masons Mill, 
Pietermaritzburg, 3201

Edendale Hospital 
Tel: 033 395 4911 
(-29.647899, 30.332208) 
89 Selby Msimang Rd, Plessislaer, 
Pietermaritzburg, 3201

Mediclinic Pietermartizburg 
Tel: 086 177 7002 
(-29.608851, 30.389468)
90 Payne Street, Pietermaritzburg, 
3201 

Netcare St Anne’s Hospital 
Tel: 033 897 5000 
(-29.602457, 30.385448)
3201, 331 Burger St, Pietermaritzburg, 
3201

Midlands Specialist Private Hospital 
Tel: 033 341 5000 
(-29.592334, 30.391290)
162 Masukwana St, Pietermaritzburg, 
3201

Greys Hospital 
Tel: 033 897 3000 
(-29.580009, 30.363964)
The Msunduzi, Town Hill, 
Pietermaritzburg, 3201
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Find SNAKE REMOVERS in 
Pietermaritzburg

here

DOWNLOAD THE 
FREE 

ASI SNAKES APP 
here

SNAKEBITE EMERGENCY numbers

Snake Removers ContacTS

Hospitals around pietermaritzburg
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https://snakeremoval.co.za/aggeneys
https://www.africansnakebiteinstitute.com/app/
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ASI Vehicle Sponsors

 The ASI team travels thousands of kilometres a month, often to 
remote parts of southern Africa, for both snake awareness and 

venomous snake handling training and for reptile surveys. 

We’re honoured to have great sponsors, who’ve made significant 
changes to our fleet of hardworking vehicles, ensuring they meet our 

every need.

We’d like to thank our sponsors for making the smooth 
travel possible. 
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Contact us

Snake Courses: +27 64 704 7229 or courses@asiorg.co.za

Snake Handling Equipment: +27 60 957 2713 or info@asiorg.co.za

Snake Identification: +27 72 979 1249 or support@asiorg.co.za

Snakebite Emergencies: +27 82 494 2039

Shop our range of books online here.

https://www.africansnakebiteinstitute.com/
https://www.africansnakebiteinstitute.com/product-category/books/

