SNAKE PROFILE

Spotted Skaapsteker A fast-moving diurnal snake that inhabits

(P hvl h beat ) grasslands, fynbos, moist savanna and semi-
sammophylax rnomueatus desertareas. Itis anervous snake andis quick

to escape, either into a bush or grass tuft or
MILDLY VENOMOUS under a rock. The name ‘Skaapsteker’ came
from the mistaken belief that these abun-

Other names: dant snakes accounted for sheep deaths,

Spotted Grass Snake; Rhombic Skaap- when the actual culprit was probably the

S el aells Skerpr .2 Cape Cobra. This is also one of few snakes

that coil around and project their eggs — the

Southern African python being the other.
The Spotted Skaapsteker feeds on ro-
dents, lizards, birds, frogs and other snakes.
It will dig into soft sand, scooping bits out by
turning the head sideways in search of frogs.
The venom of this snake is mild and pos-
es no threat to humans.

© Johan Marais African Snakebite Institute

AFRICANSNAKEBITEINSTITUTE

0 O YOS YYyYYyyyd .



