Medically Important
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Maximum size
30 - 40 mm
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Violin Spider

(Family Sicariidae)

These are free living spiders that don’t build webs.
They are common in caves and under rocks, logs
and dark areas. They occur in houses and garages
but are generally very shy of humans and scuttle off
as soon as they are disturbed. They are similar in ap-
pearance to Daddy-Long-legs although the legs are
not as long or thin. They are often confused with the
Brown Recluse of Australia, a spider that also has a
violin shape on the body. The South Africa Violin spi-
ders are brown or grey and have spots or markings
on the abdomen. This species possesses a cytotoxic
venom and bites can result in tissue damage and
should be treated as an open wound.Best to seek
medical attention.
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