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HIGHLY VENOMOUS

Rhino-horned Viper

(Bitis nasicornis)

D e e
Max length
1.4 m

www.AFRICAN

The Rhino-horned Viper is widespread over
much of the tropical forests of the equators. It is
a heavy-bodied snake that relies on its excellent
camouflage in leaf litter and is reluctant to move.
This snake is an ambush hunter that will coil up
into a striking position and await its prey. It is
fond of marshy areas and is often seen swimming
and is equally comfortable at climbing. They are
nocturnal, usually hiding in leaf litter during the
day but may move after rain. The Rhino-horned
Viper's venom is potently cytotoxic, causing
severe pain, swelling, blistering and usually
severe tissue damage. Polyvalent antivenom is
effective and should be administered.
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