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BLACK MAMBA

Dendroaspis polylepis

Risk of Bites
The Black Mamba is a nervous snake and is
quick to escape. If accidentally cornered in
a confined space or surprised in the veld, it
may strike out and bite more than once in
quick succession. Contrary to popular
stories, it does not chase people and bites
are quite rare.

Most Bites

Most victims are bitten in the veld when
they accidentally get very close to a Black
Mamba basking. Or when accidentally
cornering a mamba in a confined space like
a pump house on a farm. Never approach a
Black Mamba closely and do not try to kill
or catch one.

A Symptoms & Venom

A potent and fast-acting neurotoxic venom
that results in pins and needles in the lips,
hands and feet, as well as nausea, excessive
sweating, drooping eyelids, difficulty in
swallowing and eventually drowsiness and
muscle pain followed by paralysis and
respiratory failure. In severe cases victims
become unresponsive within less than one
hour.
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First Aid

Immobilise and reassure the patient, who
must lie down in a rescue position.
Immediately arrange transport to a
hospital with emergency facilities. If far
from a hospital, apply a pressure bandage
(Page 19 of Snakes and Snakebite in
Southern ~ Africa). Resort to artificial
respiration if the victim stops breathing.

@
Medical Treatment
In cases of severe envenomation where
patients are not breathing, they are
intubated and ventilated and treated with
12-15 vials of SAVP Polyvalent antivenom.
Additional vials of antivenom may be
required at a later stage.

www.AFRICANSNAKEBITEINSTITUTE.com




