+ SOUTHERN AFRICAN PYTHON

Python natalensis

. Risk of Bites

Pythons are ambush hunters and bites

usually occur when walking down

pathways or through thick bush,

where a python is coiled up awaiting a
passing prey animal.

) Most Bites

Most bites occur to the lower leg,
when the snake lunges at a passerby.
They are usually quick to release the
bitten person, and often leave a row of
small teeth punctures in the leg or calf.
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Symptoms & Venom
Pythons have no venom, but have over
80 long recurved teeth, which they use
to hang onto prey items. Large
pythons may leave nasty wounds after
a bite.

See pages 103-105
— Snakes and Snakebite
in Southern Africa

(2024).

First Aid
Immobilise and reassure the patient.
Bandage the bitten area to reduce
blood loss and transport the victim to a
hospital or doctor.

&
Medical Treatment
In severe bites victims may require
stitches. Bites from pythons should be
cleaned and disinfected and monitored
for signs of infection. Doctors will also
administer tetanus injection.
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